Indian Medical Gazette JANUARY THE RADIOACTIVE ISOTOPES Next in importance to the atom bomb dealt with in our September issue (Editorial, 1950) are the radioactive isotopes. While the nuclear fission and nuclear physics, for the manufacture of the weapon of destruction, have become hushhush academic activities, more Radioactive P has been used in differential diagnosis of breast tumour (Low-Beer et al., 1946) . It has recently been used with some benefit in leukemia (Laurence et al., 1949) and in polycythemia vera (Warner, 1950 Archaeologists are making use of the radioactive C present in ancient finds (UNESCO, 1950; Medical News, 1950 Incidentally the hydrogen bomb which aims at multiplying the destruction caused by the atom bomb bj7" about 8, is also based on an isotope. It has not so far provided a line of utility goods. The study into the light gases, however, may provide a non-inflammable variant of it and make air travel safe and cheap.
Our leaders and their scientific advisers have banned the use of the atom bomb (Daily Press, 19505) . It is hoped, however, that this policy will not hinder research in nuclear physics which makes the radioactive isotopes available to biology and medicine. Besides, war against war has not been banned. The use and manufacture of the atom bomb may, after all, be necessary for such a war.
